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Below are the words of one Vietnam veteran about his experiences at Fort McClellan: 

 

“I spent 8 months at Fort McClellan as a Chemical Officer. We were trained in Nuclear, Biological, 

and Chemical weapons systems that Russia and other countries had. The dangerous chemical 

agents like nerve agents GB, VX, CK -blood agents, and other older chemical weapons (Mustard gas, 

Phosgene, etc.) were kept in underground bunkers that we inspected periodically to make sure they 

were not leaking. All biological weapons and agents were ordered destroyed by order of the president 

while I was there. Although we as Chemical officers trained in controlled settings in the laboratory and 

the field with those agents, and their toxic decontamination agents, no active lethal agents were used 

on our troop training. Unlike Russia which did train with live agents and had hundreds of Russian 

troop casualties. Our job when we left McClellan was to serve at Brigade or Division level commands 

providing expertise to the commanding officers and generals re:predicting the effects on fighting 

forces, based on weather conditions, vehicle or building cover, or open field exposure, of a nuclear or 

chemical or biological attack by enemy forces. I traveled to Germany as the First Infantry Division 

Chemical officer each year x 2 deployments for a multinational training exercise called Reforger 

which simulated a nuclear attack on our and allied forces there. I also spent time inspecting infantry 

and artillery units to make sure that they were up to standard training re; donning protective gear, 

firing weapons while in protective gear, and recognizing and treating chemical and biological agent 

weapon attack. 

 

The use of Napalm and Agent Orange, flame throwers and flame tanks were used in combat areas 

when needed but the then unknown after effects on many of us, years later, are still being dealt with.” 
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